Gilbert died (January 2013) after a short illness at the age of 93. He was one of the pioneers who established oral and maxillofacial surgery in district general hospitals. He worked for most of his consultant career as a single-handed surgeon, who created and established a thriving unit, delivering the highest standard of care. Ralph was a truly open and honest person, for whom patients, colleagues, trainees and staff at all levels had huge respect and fondness. He was a team player, whose work ethic seemed boundless, rarely taking holidays, managing trauma and large volumes of elective surgery. A full week's work was rounded off by a Saturday elective list and usually a Sunday trauma list.
Ralph was born in Grantown-onSpey (January 1920), but brought up on Vancouver Island, Canada, and undertook his final education years and dental degree in Edinburgh (1942 Obituaries should be submitted by email to Laura Pacey at l.pacey@nature.com. All submitted obituaries should be 350 words maximum in length (apart from obituaries for past presidents of the BDA where the length should be 700-800 words). Content of the obituary is down to the individual author, and the approval of the family should be given for the obituary prior to submission to the BDJ.
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